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(54) Shrouded fluid flow turbine 

(57) A device is disclosed for extracting energy from 
a fluid flow passing in a first direction, comprising at least 
one turbine (20) embedded in the fluid flow, the fluid flow 
maintaining a pressure difference between the input end 
of the turbine and the output end of the turbine; the tur- 
bine being at least partially shielded by a flow shroud 
means (216); said flow shroud means effecting an in- 



crease of said pressure difference by causing a partial 
area of the cross section of the total fluid flow to bypass 
the turbine; the bypassing flow being deflected by said 
flow shroud means into a second direction different from 
the first direction; and said flow shroud means consist- 
ing of at least one flow shroud means element shaped 
like a sail or similar means. 
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Description 

[0001] The invention relates to a device for extracting 
energy from a fluid flow. 

[0002] From patent document EP-A2-0.935.068 a de- 5 
vice and a method has come to be known which allows 
to increase the power of a wind or water turbine by 
means of wing profiled structures which are arranged 
around the turbine. The wing structures create a field of 
low pressure behind the turbine. However, a wing profile w 
is relatively difficult and expensive to construct, and this 
expense may limit the use of the technologies known 
from said document. 

[0003] Hence, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide more simple structures which are cheaper in *5 
construction but which nonetheless will achieve the pur- 
pose of creating a field of low pressure behind the tur- 
bine. In particular, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide an improved device for extracting energy from 
a fluid flow which is reliable but cheaper. 20 
[0004] This object is solved in accordance with the in- 
vention by the subject-matter of the independent claims 
1,3, and 4. 

[0005] A wing (for instance of an aeroplane) in a flow 
of fluid creates regions of high and of low pressure. The 25 
force acting on the wing can be subdivided into two forc- 
es Fp and Fr, where Fr points into the direction of the 
ambient air flow and Fp points in the direction normal to 
it. In general, it is desired to have a high ratio of Fp/Fr, 
i.e., a high force which pulls the wing upwards and a 30 
force as small as possible resisting the movement of the 
wing through the air. A sail or simply a plate create fields 
of low and of high pressure similar to what a wing does, 
but in general they show a smaller ratio of Fp/Fr. For 
instance, an aeroplane would also be able to fly when 35 
utilising flat plates as wings but it then would need a 
much stronger engine to overcome the increased force 
Fr. 

[0006] Instead of surrounding a turbine with a system 
of wing profiled structures it is possible to insert it into a 40 
system of sail like structures or in a shroud, which has 
the profile of a plate. As a consequence the cost of con- 
struction for the device can be lowered. 
[0007] In the past certain fluido-dynamical systems 
have come to be known in order to improve the power 45 
of a turbine. All of these systems can be classified and 
do indeed classify themselves either as "diffuser" sys- 
tems or as "venturi tube" systems. For example Docu- 
ment US-A-4,075,500 discloses a diffuser augmented 
wind turbine. From Document US-A-5,464,320 a super- 50 
venturi power source has come to be known. However, 
solution according to the present invention is neither a 
diffuser nor a venturi tube, as shall be quantified as set 
out below. 

[0008] In Fig. 10a, a flow 101 passes through a tur- 55 
bine 105 of area A2 and afterwards expands to a cross 
section with area A3. A diffuser 110 is applied in order 
to define the value of A3. This can be useful in order to 



minimise the kinetic energy at the outflow of the device 
110 (where it has area A3) and to increase thereby the 
pressure drop at the turbine 105. In difference to the so- 
lution in accordance with the present invention, a diffus- 
er acts only on the flow which passes through the turbine 
and it does not extract energy from an additional flow of 
fluid which does not pass the turbine. 
[0009] Fig. 10b shows a venturi tube 120 having an 
opening 121 with area A1 , a narrow section 122 of area 
A2 and finally opens to a section 123 of area A3. The 
flow through the venturi tube 120 has a velocity such 
that the product of velocity and cross section remains 
constant throughout the device. 
[0010] In the narrow section 122 the velocity of the 
fluid increases because the cross section of the flow is 
small there. In difference to this, when utilising the so- 
lution according to the present invention the velocity of 
the flow gets increased because the flow changes its 
direction, not because it changes its cross section. For 
demonstration in Fig. 10c indication is made for cross 
sections A1, A2 and A3 for a turbine with wing shaped 
shroud (as in our figure 2a) or with a plate profiled 
shroud (as in Fig. 2c) 

[0011] For figure 2a, A1 is only slightly larger than A2. 
In figure 2c, A1 cannot even be defined, since the device 
is not narrowing in the direction of the flow at any point. 
[0012] If the flow has a mean velocity of v1 at the in- 
flow of the shroud (with sectional area A1) and if the 
narrow section has area A2, than for a venturi tube the 
velocity of the flow in the narrow section will be v2=v1* 
(A1/A2) in mean, and nowhere in the narrow section will 
the actual velocity deviate very much from this mean val- 
ue. 

[0013] Hence, the present invention is related to a 
technical teaching where a flow is not or not only accel- 
erated due to a narrowing of its cross section, but rather 
due to a change in its direction. 
[0014] This difference is not just representing some 
technical modification of a potentially functioning device 
but rather it is the difference between a device which by 
its principles in physics cannot enhance efficiency and 
another one which can. 

[001 5] Venturi channels cannot produce energy: First, 
Documents like US-A-5,464,320 disclose prior art tech- 
nical teachings relying on a certain hope that the high 
velocity air in the narrow section of a venturi tube should 
due to its large velocity have a higher energy content. 
This is, however, not true; the increase in kinetic energy 
is totally compensated by a decrease in internal energy 
(pressure) and, hence, the energy density of the air does 
not change. Secondly, air in the narrow section of a ven- 
turi tube is in equilibrium. It is not possible to extract en- 
ergy from a flow of air which has been accelerated by 
the venturi principle. As a consequence, Document 
US-A-5,464,430 correctly states that all past attempts 
to increase the power of a turbine by means of a venturi 
tube have failed and that the venturi tube as such cannot 
help to increase the power of any turbine. This Docu- 
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ment expresses an opinion according to which this 
shortcoming could be compensated by a sequence of 
several different turbines inserted into a venturi system. 
But even this modest expectations could not be verified 
due to their inherent conceptual problems. 5 
[0016] In a preferred embodiment the mass flow 
through the entire system of shroud and turbine is then 
at least 20% larger than the flow which passes through 
the turbine. 

[0017] If only a part of the turbine is covered by a 10 
shroud system, then this value of 20% refers to the cov- 
ered region of the turbine only: if a fraction of a of the 
outer circumference of the turbine is covered by a 
shroud, then the mass flow through the turbine plus the 
mass flow between turbine and shroud within the solid 15 
angle a covered by the shroud must be at least 1 .2 a of 
the flow through the turbine alone. 
[0018] Still more preferred is an embodiment where, 
if the device has an inflow cross section of A1 and a 
narrow section of area A2, and where the flow enters 20 
the inflow at velocity v1, the velocity of the flow in the 
narrow section is at least 20% larger than v1*(A1/A2) 
close to the wall of the shroud. 
[0019] The invention will now be explained more in 
detail by referring to a number of embodiments, thereby 25 
using the drawing: 

Fig. 1a shows a cross section of a wing. 

Fig. 1 b shows a cross section of a sail. 30 

Fig. 1c shows a cross section of a flat plate. 

Fig. 1d shows how a wing is composed of two sur- 
faces. 35 

Fig. 2a shows a cross section through the centre of 
a turbine with one and a turbine with two wing pro- 
filed structures arranged around it. 

40 

Fig. 2b shows the corresponding situation for one 
and for two sail profiled structures. 

Fig. 2c shows the corresponding situation for one 
and for two shrouds with a plate profile. 45 

Fig. 2d shows an arrangement of a turbine with two 
shrouds, where in difference to Figs. 2a, 2b, 2c 
there is no space between the propeller tips and the 
wall of the inner shroud. 50 

Fig. 2e shows a front view (looking along the x-axis 
which is parallel to the direction of the ambient wind) 
of a propeller with a (wing- or sail or plate profiled) 
shroud around it. 55 

Fig. 2f shows a front view (looking along the x-axis) 
of a wind turbine which has a supporting wing struc- 



ture only on one of its sides. 

Fig. 3a shows a cross section through a flow of air 
or water, where the flow is limited by walls which are 
shaped like a sail and a turbine which is positioned 
in the flow in relation to these sail shaped walls. 

Fig. 3b shows a cross section through a flow of air 
or water, where the flow is limited by walls which are 
shaped like a sail.. In difference to Fig. 3a, a shroud- 
ed turbine is placed in relation to these sail shaped 
wall, instead of a bare turbine. 

Fig. 3c as Fig. 3a, but now there is no narrowing of 
the flow upstream of the turbine. 

Fig. 4 shows a compromise solution between the 
scenario where sail structures are used and the 
scenario with plates. Bent plates are used, as can 
be obtained from slicing a tube. 

Fig. 5 shows how plates are combined in order to 
approximate a sail shape. 

Fig. 6 shows how a sequence of many small struc- 
tures (as shown in figure 5) is obtained from punch- 
ing a single large plate. 

Fig. 7 shows a situation where several turbines are 
inserted into one common shroud structure. 

Fig. 8 shows a system consisting of a turbine with 
its axis normal to the direction of the flow and a sail 
structure on the side of the turbine. 

Fig. 9 shows a partial cross section through a tur- 
bine and a shroud element. 

Fig. 10 shows in Fig. 10a a schema of a diffuser 
system, in Fig. 10b a schema of a Venturi system, 
"and in Fig. 10c a schema in accordance to the 
present invention. 

[0020] Fig. 1a shows a cross section through a wing 
110. Air is moving along the direction of the x-axis. Due 
to its shape the wing 110 will create regions 120, 130 in 
the air flow with high pressure and with low pressure, 
respectively, as indicated in the Fig. The same is true 
for a structure 140 having the shape of a sail, as shown 
in Fig. 1 b or for a plate 1 50, as shown in Fig. 1 c. In each 
case regions 120, 130 of high and of low pressure, re- 
spectively, will build up, as indicated in the figure. 
[0021] Fig. 1d then illustrates a wing 110 made of at 
least two surfaces (reference signs 11 OA and 11 0B), 
while instead a sail structure 160 needs only one of 
these two surfaces. 

[0022] Therefore a sail-like structure needs less ma- 
terial for its construction and possibly less labour. 
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[0023] Aeroplanes in general use wing profiles be- 
cause this shape has least resistance to the airflow. But 
also sails or sail shaped surfaces can be used in order 
to create a force in a flow of air like, for instance, in sail 
ships or in hang gliders. Kites instead have the shape 
of a simple plate because this is a very simple and cheap 
way of construction; still they fly. 
[0024] Fig. 2a shows a wind turbine 2 1 0 with either a 
single wing profiled structure 212a, 212b ("Variant I") or 
with two wing profiled structures 214a, 214b, 214c, 21 4d 
("Variant IT) around the turbine 210. This arrangement 
is as suggested in the patent document 
EP-A2-0.935.068. A fluido-dynamical simulation and a 
three dimensional view of such a system has come to 
be known from F. Bet, H. Grassmann, "Upgrading con- 
ventional wind turbines", to be published in "Renewable 
Energy", Elsevier. By measurements verification has 
been made that indeed the wing(s) create(s) a field of 
low pressure behind the turbine, thereby increasing its 
power. 

[0025] Following the arguments made in conjunction 
with the description of Fig. 1, the wing profiled shroud 
212a, 212b; 214a, 214b, 214c, 214d can be replaced by 
a more simple structure, in particular by a structure 
216a, 26b like a shroud with elements 216a, 26b or 
218a, 218b, 218c, 218d having a cross section shaped 
like a sail, as shown in Fig. 2b, or with elements 220a, 
220b or 222a, 222b, 222c, 222d having the shape of a 
flat plate, as shown in Fig. 2c. Fig. 2d shows an ar- 
rangement of a turbine 210 with two shrouds 224a, 224d 
and 224b, 224c where in difference to the arrangements 
of Figs. 2a, 2b, 2c there is no space between the pro- 
peller tips and the wall of the inner shroud 224b, 224c. 
[0026] The wing profiled structure or sail profiled 
structure or plate profiled structure 225 is bent around 
the propeller 210 as shown in Fig. 2e. 
[0027] Also the plate profiled structure or the sail pro- 
filed structure will create a field of low pressure behind 
the propeller of the wind turbine and so increase the 
power of the turbine. The important difference between 
the structure shown in Fig. 2a and the structure in Fig. 
2b and Fig. 2c is in the expected cost of construction of 
such devices. 

[0028] A system seemingly similar to what is shown 
in Fig. 2b has come to be known from patent document 
US-A1 -4,075,500. However, the position of the shroud 
and its function in US-A 1-4,075,500 and the present in- 
ventive solution are different. 

[0029] In US-A1-4.075.500 the shroud leaves little 
space between its inner surface and the propeller, it ex- 
plicitly is supposed to act as a diffuser on the stream of 
air, which flows through the propeller (the title of patent 
US-A 1-4,075,500 says "diffuser augmented wind tur- 
bine"). While in the device presented here energy is ex- 
tracted from a flow of air, which does not pass through 
the propeller, the shroud does not act as a diffuser. 
[0030] This additional flow of air (which does not pass 
through the propeller) is about as large or larger than 



the flow through the propeller itself. The physics reason 
for this arrangement is, that the energy extracted from 
this additional flux of air is needed to maintain the field 
of low pressure behind the turbine. These differences in 

5 structure and function between US-A1 -4,075,500 and 
the device presented here lead to a significant differ- 
ence in performance. While the here presented system 
is properly functioning in a fluido-dynamical simulation, 
the system US-A 1-4,075,500 is not, and also the Vortec 

10 company, New Zealand, failed to get the design working 
in a series of prototypes. 

[0031] The wing profiled structure or sail profiled 
structure or plate profiled structure 215 is bent around 
the propeller 210 as shown in Fig. 2e. 

15 [0032] A sail profiled shroud does not necessarily 
need to be made of cloth. It could be made of cloth, of 
course, and be kept in shape by some metal support 
structure similar to how an umbrella is made. But it could 
be as well made of metal or plastic or any other material. 

20 [0033] For Figs. 2a, 2b, and 2c it is assumed that the 
wing (or sail or plate) profiled shroud has rotational sym- 
metry around the axis of rotation of the wind turbine, as 
shown in Fig. 2e. However, different geometrical con- 
figurations are possible as well, for instance the wings 

25 can form a hexagon around the propeller or simply a 
square (not depicted). But also putting a wing only on 
one side (or on some of the sides) of a propeller will 
increase the power of the turbine. Putting a wing only 
on part of the circumference of a propeller is of particular 

30 interest for very large size turbines which may have di- 
ameters of 30 meters or more: The velocity of the air 
increases with height above ground; therefore a large 
propeller will be exposed to air of higher speed high 
above ground, and of lower speed in the region close to 

35 ground. 

[0034] Hence, two disadvantages may result: First, 
the blade of the propeller cannot always be optimally 
efficient since its angle with respect to the air flow chang- 
es continually. Secondly, the forces acting on the turbine 

40 will have an oscillating component, which causes addi- 
tional mechanical stress on the device. 
[0035] In Fig. 2f a turbine 210 is shown with a wing 
250 only at its lower part. The wing 250 will effectively 
increase the velocity of the wind flowing through the pro- 

45 peller 210 in the lower part of the propeller. In Fig. 2f 
the wing 250 is straight in the horizontal direction but it 
could as well be bent; for instance it could follow the 
circumference of the propeller 210. It is further noted 
that the inclination of the wing structure or sail structure 

50 or plate structure with respect to the flow direction and 
also the position of the shroud with respect to the turbine 
210 may be arranged to be changeable during operation 
of the device. 

[0036] Configurations with one or two shrouds are 
55 shown in Fig. 2 but the shroud system can also be com- 
posed of any larger number of substructures. 
[0037] With regard to the various arrangements as il- 
lustrated in Fig. 2, the whole device (turbine plus entire 
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shroud system) is embedded in the flow, both the inner 
and the outer side of the shroud structure(s) being in 
contact with the fluid. 

[0038] In Fig. 3a a configuration 310 is shown where 
a flow 320 is contained by walls 325, and these walls 
325 at some point 330 are shaped like sails, their bend 
surface producing a field 335 of low pressure behind a 
turbine 340 which is inserted in the flow 320. In differ- 
ence to Fig. 2, only the "inner side" of the sail is now in 
contact with the fluid. Fig. 3b shows a similar configu- 
ration 311, now the turbine 340 inserted into the flow is 
equipped with a shroud 341 exhibiting s sail-like form. 
[0039] In Figs. 3a, 3b the flow 320 is narrowing up- 
stream of the turbine. This is a realistic scenario which 
corresponds to the situation of a river with large cross 
section entering the device. However, this narrowing is 
not necessary for the functioning of the device, since the 
device does not act as a venturi tube. For demonstration 
a configuration is shown in Fig. 3c which corresponds 
to the situation shown in Fig. 3a, but without any nar- 
rowing of the flow upstream of the turbine. The config- 
uration Fig. 3c will work, too. 

[0040] Fig. 3 can be seen as representing the situa- 
tion of a flow 320 in a tube 325 in which case the Fig. 
shows a device which may be symmetric around the lon- 
gitudinal axis in flow direction. But the flow 320 can as 
well be open at its upper side instead of being enclosed; 
such variant would correspond to the structure of a river. 
In this case Fig. 3 could also be read as representing a 
view from above on the flow 320 with the side walls 325 
of the flow being sail-shaped. Also the bottom of the flow 
320 may have this sail shape. 

[0041] From an aerodynamic point of view a sail 
shaped surface is superior over a simple plane but it 
may be inferior from a point of view of construction cost. 
[0042] Depending on the construction material and of 
the application, the best compromise may not be either 
of these "extreme" solutions but a compromise solution 
somewhere in between, for instance, surfaces might be 
utilised which are bent but not in a way as as a sail is. 
That is shown in Fig. 4, where elements 415a, 415d and 
415b, 415c surrounding a propeller 410 have a shape 
which approximates that of a segment of a circle and 
can e.g. be obtained from slicing tubes. 
[0043] Another way to approximate a sail shape is to 
combine two planes as shown in Fig. 5. In this embod- 
iment a flow passes a turbine 510 surrounded by 
shrouds 520a, 520f and 520b, 520e as well as 520c, 
520d, each exhibiting two plane areas 521a, 521b hav- 
ing a predetermined angle in between. 
[0044] Another way of saving construction cost can 
be to form a shroud system by punching openings 605a- 
f into a plate 610 like a sheet of metal in a way as shown 
in Fig. 6. These large punched plates can then easily 
be arranged around the propeller in any chosen way. 
[0045] Instead of mounting a single wind turbine in- 
side a shroud system of its own a large number of tur- 
bines 710a can be combined into one shroud 720 com- 



mon to all of them as shown in Fig. 7. The system is 
viewed along the direction of the flow (x-axis). In the 
drawing the shroud 720 is assumed to consist of one 
wing structure but it could as well consist of several ones 

5 (as shown in Fig. 2, 3). 

[0046] Systems as described in Figs. 1 to 7 can op- 
erate in air or steam as well as in water. They can be 
applied in situations where only kinetic energy is extract- 
ed from the flow, or (particularly when the device is op- 

10 erated in water) where also potential energy is extract- 
ed. 

[0047] In all Figs, turbines which have their axis in 
parallel to the direction of the flow have been shown for 
demonstration. However, for this invention the orienta- 
ls tion of the axis of the turbine is not relevant. In Fig. 8 
we show a view from above on a wind turbine 810 with 
a vertical axis 815. At its side there is a sail structure 
820. Fig. 8 is also representing a water turbine with a 
sail structure, in this case the view is from the side in- 
stead from above. Of course, also a wind turbine could 
be installed with a horizontal axis which is normal to the 
direction of the wind. 

[0048] Fig. 9 shows a partial cross section through a 
turbine and a shroud element. Various possibilities of 
how to shape the wing structure have been discussed 
for the purpose of illustration in a qualitative way. 
[0049] A more precise and general description can be 
given as follows : the wing system can consist of either 

(a) plates or 

(b) bent surfaces or of 

(c) any combination thereof. 

[0050] In case (a) the requirement is that the shroud 
is widening in the direction of the flow. 
[0051] In case (b) - for a cross section through the de- 
vice (as in Fig. 2) and with the x-axis (direction of am- 
bient air flow) and an radial axis oriented as shown in 
Fig. 9, and with a function f(x) which is describing the 
shape of the surface (sail) or the inner surface (wing pro- 
file) of the shroud -, the requirement is : the second de- 
rivative off, 

d 2 f/dx 2 > 0 

at least for a part of the shroud behind the plane de- 
scribed by the propeller of the turbine in the direction of 
the x-axis. 

[0052] In a free flow of air or water, only the kinetic 
energy of the fluid can be extracted because of before 
and at some distance after the device the pressure of 
the fluid will be the same. That amounts to saying that 
the pressure drop in the turbine cannot be made larger 
than the amount corresponding to that kinetic energy. 
The pressure drop in a turbine increases with the speed 
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of the flow through the turbine. 
[0053] Therefore, if a large increase in the flow 
through the turbine (by means of a shroud structure) is 
to be achieved, then not a conventional propeller but in- 
stead one which causes a relatively small pressure drop 
at a given velocity, compared to a conventional propel- 
ler, is to be used. 

[0054] The shroud system around the propeller will 
cause a very large increase of power only if a propeller 
with corresponding properties is used in the turbine. 
Trivially, also in a turbine which operates in a tube or a 
river, the properties of the turbine must be chosen in cor- 
respondence to the chosen mass flow and pressure 
drop, as is routinely done in present technology. 

Claims 

1 . Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow pass- 
ing in a first direction, 

a) comprising at least one turbine embedded in 
the fluid flow, the fluid flow maintaining a pres- 
sure difference between the input end of the tur- 
bine and the output end of the turbine; 

b) the turbine being at least partially shielded 
by a flow shroud means; 

c) said flow shroud means effecting an increase 
of said pressure difference by causing a partial 
area of the cross section of the total fluid flow 
to bypass the turbine; 

d) the bypassing flow being deflected by said 
flow shroud means into a second direction dif- 
ferent from the first direction; and 

e) said flow shroud means consisting of at least 
one flow shroud means element shaped like a 
sail. 

2. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 
cording to claim 1, characterised in that the func- 
tion f(x) describing the shape of the effective sur- 
face of the sail-shaped flow shroud means over an 
x-axis set in longitudinal axis direction has a second 
derivative d 2 f/dx 2 in accordance with 

d 2 f/dx 2 > 0 

for at least a part of the flow shroud means behind 
the turbine plane. 

3. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow pass- 
ing in a first direction, 



a) comprising at least one turbine embedded in 
the fluid flow, the fluid flow maintaining a pres- 
sure difference between the input end of the tur- 
bine and the output end of the turbine; 

5 

b) the turbine being at least partially shielded 
by a flow shroud means; 

c) said flow shroud means effecting an increase 
10 of said pressure difference by causing a partial 

area of the cross section of the total fluid flow 
to bypass the turbine; 

d) the bypassing flow being deflected by said 
15 flow shroud means into a second direction dif- 
ferent from the first direction; and 

e) said flow shroud means consisting of at least 
one flow shroud element shaped like a plate. 

20 

4. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow pass- 
ing in a first direction, 

a) comprising at least one turbine embedded in 
25 the fluid flow, the fluid flow maintaining a pres- 
sure difference between the input end of the tur- 
bine and the output end of the turbine; 

b) the turbine being at least partially shielded 
30 by a flow shroud means; 

c) said flow shroud means effecting an increase 
of said pressure difference by causing a partial 
area of the cross section of the total fluid flow 

35 to bypass the turbine; 

d) the bypassing flow being deflected by said 
flow shroud means into a second direction dif- 
ferent from the first direction; and 

40 

e) said flow shroud means consisting of at least 
one flow shroud means element shaped like a 
sail and of at least one flow shroud element 
shaped like a plate. 

45 

5. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 
cording to one of the claims 1 to 4, characterised 
in that at least two flow shroud elements are ar- 
ranged in an echelon pattern. 

50 

6. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 
cording to one of the claims 1 to 5, characterised 
in that the turbine is shielded by said shroud means 
with regard to a predetermined radial solid angle a 

55 where 1° <a<360°. 

7. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 
cording to claim 6, characterised in that the mass 
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flow f b y pass bypassing the turbine is at least 

5 

wherein f turt3 j ne indicates the mass flow 
through the turbine. 

8. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 
cording to one of the claims 1 to 5, characterised 10 
in that 

the inflow thereof has a cross section A 1 where 
the fluid flow enters the inflow at a velocity v-,; 

75 

said shroud means forms a flow area of a nar- 
row cross section A 2 with A 2 ; 

the velocity v narrow of the flow close to the wall 
of the shroud within flow area of said narrow 20 
cross section is 



in that 

said flow shroud means form a part of an elon- 
gated flow channel, 

the flow channel having an upper side which is 
at least partially open, and 
the turbine being located within the flow chan- 
nel. 

16. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 
cording to one of the claims 1 to 15, characterised 
in that the turbine comprises at least two turbine 
propeller means. 



Vnarrow^ 12v r(Ai/A 2 ) 

25 

9. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 
cording to one of the claims 1 to 8, characterised 
in that the flow shroud means comprises a flexible 
skin supported by a rigid support structure. 

30 

10. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 
cording to claim 9, characterised in that the flexi- 
ble skin is a woven fabric. 

11. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 35 
cording to claim 9, characterised in that the flexi- 
ble skin is a foil sheet made of a plastics material. 

12. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 
cording to one of the claims 1 to 8, characterised 40 
in that the flow shroud means comprises a self-sup- 
porting rigid skin. 

13. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 
cording to claim 1 2, characterised in that the self- 45 
supporting rigid skin is made of plastics and/or met- 
al. 

14. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 
cording to one of the claims 1 to 1 3, characterised 50 
in that 

said flow shroud means form a part of an elon- 
gated flow tube, and 

the turbine being located within the flow tube. 55 

15. Device for extracting energy from a fluid flow ac- 
cording to one of the claims 1 to 13, characterised 
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